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Smith, Solomon showcase skills in Palmetto Passing League
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FLORENCE, S.C. -- 
[bookmark: _GoBack]FLORENCE — Kwinton Smith already is having a busy summer.
The Dillon senior receiver has been spending most of his weekends on the road visiting colleges. Smith is regarded as one of the top receivers in the state and has offers from 14 schools including South Carolina, Clemson, Auburn, Florida, LSU, Virginia Tech and Alabama.
“It seems like I have been traveling every weekend just about,” Smith said Saturday during a break from the Palmetto Passing League at Freedom Florence. “I have been to Georgia, Alabama, LSU, Auburn and I’m going to Florida next week.
“You don’t get to spend time like you want to but you get to see the campus and meet the coaches. It’s been pretty fun.”
Smith, 6-foot-5, 190 pounds, caught 42 passes for 809 yards and a school-record 15 touchdowns in helping the Wildcats to their third straight Class 2A championship appearance.
Smith said all the extra attention, especially the constant phone calls, is a little to get used to but he is trying to manage it the best he can.
“The phone rings all the time and every where you got people asking you where you are at,” said Smith, who was sporting an LSU hat Saturday. “I’m not person that likes all the attention but I just try not to get the big head and try to stay calm. I just want to do whatever I can to help the team win.”
Smith said he hopes to announce his choice during the middle of football season.
Smith wasn’t the only marquee receiver at the passing league on Saturday as Hemingway’s Jabril Solomon has been getting a lot of looks and has six offers including East Carolina, Clemson, N.C. State, Alabama, Wake Forest and Nebraska.
Solomon, also a standout defensive back, is coming off a breakout season last year. The 6-2, 180-pounder had 1,141 yards receiving and 15 touchdowns and also led the Pee Dee with 10 interceptions.
“I’m pretty excited,” Solomon said. “I’m a senior and ready tot go to college and go to the next level.”
Solomon said he doesn’t have a preference on playing offense or defense and probably wait until February to make his choice. He says he would to gain about 20 pounds to get to around 200 for the season and improve on his route running.
“I got to try and work harder because defenses will try to double me up,” Solomon said.
South Florence won the inaugural Palmetto Passing League by defeating Cheraw 28-14 in the championship. The Bruins went unbeaten in the 20-team event and defeated Lamar in the semifinals before beating the Braves in the title game.
West Florence and Wilson each went 2-2 in the tournament. Sumter defeated the Knights in the elimination round, while Lee Central ousted the Tigers.
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