NASCAR

Austin Dillon opened the 2018 NASCAR season with a victory in the 60th Daytona 500, driving the iconic #3 to victory lane.  The win was 17-years to the day that Dale Earnhardt died in a final lap crash at “The Great American Race” diving the #3.  Dillon led only the final lap.  Just was just the second driver to win the Daytona 500 on the final lap.  Kyle Busch and Kevin Harvick led the series with eight victories.  Defending Cup champion Martin Truex, Jr. won four races. Joey Logano won the Cup title with a victory in the season-finale at Homestead-Miami Speedway.

Tyler Reddick won the Xfinity Series championship, driving for JR Motorsports.  The Toyota Camry exits the Xfinity Series and will be replaced by the Toyota Supra in 2019.  

For the first time, the Camping World Truck Series crowned a regular season champion.  Jonny Sauter won the regular-season.  Brett Moffitt won the series title by winning the championship.  The series will rebrand as the Gander Outdoors Truck Series in 2019 after Camping World bought the Gander brand.

INDY CAR

The Indy Car Series featured 17 races with Scott Dixon winning his fifth series championship.  Honda won the manufacturer’s title for the first time since 2011.  Even though he missed the final three races of the season after a crash at Pocono, Robert Wickens won the Indy Car Series Rookie of the Year honors.  Will Power won the 102nd running of the Indianapolis 500.  The season was the final year that both ABC and NBC Sports aired Indy Car races.  In 2019, NBC Sports will be the only broadcaster for Indy Car Series.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Danica Patrick retired from racing after completing the Danica Double, competing in the Daytona 500 and the Indianapolis 500.

FORMULA 1

Lewis Hamilton won 11 races on his way to a fifth Formula 1 world championship.  Mercedes won its fifth-straight constructors’ championship.  Sebastian Vettel won five races and finished 2nd, 88 points behind Hamilton, Kimi Raikkonen was third.  Daniel Riccardo won two races, including the Monaco GP.  The FIA mandated cockpit protection in 2018 with the introduction of the halo, a wishbone shaped framed mounted above the cockpit to deflect debris that could hit the driver’s head.  Two-time Formula One champion Fernando Alonso retired from the series, but announced said that he might return in a few years.  Alonso announced plans to race in the 2019 Indy 500 for McLaren.



