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“I just wanted to congratulate you all on a job well 

done on every aspect of the Army Challenge.  You 

had every detail covered, you were organized, and 

obviously worked very hard at preparing everything.  

It was a once in a lifetime experience, and it was one 

that we all will remember and cherish.  Please thank 

everyone on behalf of all of us for making a dream 

come true.” 

   
-Manheim Township Head Football Coach Mike Melnyk on the Blue  

Streaks participation in the PPL Championship Game @ Heinz Field. 

 

 

 

 

 



TSF Radio Network 

2010 Pennsylvania Passing League 

Executive Summary 

 
Overview 

TSF Radio Network’s Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL) presented by the U.S. Army is a 7-on-7 

football competition, featuring student-athletes from 32 high schools throughout the Keystone 

State.   

 

What is a passing league? 

As the name implies, a passing league highlights only the passing game.  There are no running 

plays, the games are played on a shortened field, and there is no tackling in the traditional 

sense since players are tagged down.  Passing leagues are gaining in popularity as a fun 

method of sharpening skills and maintaining conditioning in the off season. 

 

Eligible Participants, Teams 

PPL teams consist of high school student-athletes between the ages of 13-17 who have not yet 

graduated from high school.  The teams must be associated with their high school football 

program.  No club teams or all-star teams are allowed to participate.   

 

Logo Development 

Our design team worked on the logo identity for the campaign, coming up with several possible 

alternatives before deciding on the muscled, “Keystone” character logo. 

 

Direct Mail 

TSF Radio Network mailed an introductory letter, registration forms, and a flyer to high school 

athletic directors and football coaches throughout Pennsylvania.  All schools received regular 

follow up via e-mail. Targeted schools also received a follow up phone call. 

 

Radio Advertising 

We included information about the PPL during our “Sports Flash” reports on our network affiliates 

throughout the state.  

 

Earned Media 

Press releases were distributed to the statewide media, targeting media local to the 

participating teams, earning significant media coverage for the PPL, including coverage in the 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review; Post-Gazette; and PennLive.com.   

 

PPL West Division – Gateway High School 

Gateway High School hosted the PPL West Division event on Sunday, June 6.  Sixteen teams 

participated in the event, with Gateway winning the event with a dramatic 12-7 win over 

Clairton. 

 

PPL East Division – Susquehanna Township 

On July 24, Susquehanna Township hosted the PPL East Division event, featuring 16 registered 

teams with one team withdrawing the day of the event due to injury.  Manheim Township won 

the PPL East. 

 

PPL FINAL – Heinz Field @ Pittsburgh Steelers Halftime 

On August 14, the National Football League’s Pittsburgh Steelers hosted the PPL Division 

Champions for an exhibition at halftime of their preseason opener at Heinz Field. 



 

Pennsylvania Passing League 2010 
Overview 

The Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL) was an opportunity for high school football teams 

throughout the state to engage in a leadership-developing, team-building, skill-enhancing 

competition during the summer.  For the Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion, this was an opportunity 

for recruiters to build relationships with targeted high schools throughout the battalion’s 

recruiting territory. 

 

What is a passing league? 

Passing league football is a non-contact 7-on-7 game played on a shortened field that features 

only the passing game.  With many state associations prohibiting contact during off-season drills, 

passing leagues are very popular with high school football teams as a method of keeping their 

team in shape during the summer. 

 

Organization of Pennsylvania Passing League 

The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL) consisted of 32 teams playing in two (2) 16-team 

divisions – PPL East & PPL West.  Each division event consisted of pool play to determine the 

seeding for the single-elimination tournament.  Each team was guaranteed four games during 

the division play, with a minimum of three games in pool play and a first-round game in the 

single-elimination round.  After pool play, all 16 teams were seeded for the single-elimination 

championship round.   

 

Harrisburg Battalion leveraged their sponsorship contract with the National Football League’s 

Pittsburgh Steelers to showcase the Pennsylvania Passing League at halftime of the Steeler’s 

preseason opener against the Detroit Lions on August 14 at Heinz Field.  The PPL’s divisional 

champions – Gateway (PPL West) and Manheim Township (PPL East) – would play an exhibition 

at halftime of the Steeler’s preseason opener. 

 

  



Pennsylvania Passing League – Logo Development 

Our design team worked to create a logo identity for the Pennsylvania Passing League.  The 

logo had to convey a vigorously athletic message that would appeal to our target audience.  

Ultimately, the final design featured an animated, muscular “Keystone” character surrounded 

by the gold, black U.S. Army colors and the Army’s “star” logo.   

 

The logo was used in all materials for the campaign, including tee-shirts, trophies, press releases, 

web site, etc.    Here are a few of the finalists for the Pennsylvania Passing League logo: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Under the direction of the Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion, “The Sports Flash” (TSF) Radio Network 

managed all aspects of the Pennsylvania Passing League.  TSF Radio Network’s duties included 

the following:   

  

 -logo development; 

-securing host sites; 

 -contacting, securing participating teams; 

 -developing school database; 

 -drafting of PPL rules; 

 -media relations; 

 -developing media database; 

 -writing and distributing press releases; 

 -writing and distributing direct mail; and 

 -event management. 

 

Securing Host Sites 

TSF Radio Network secured the host sites for the PPL East (Susquehanna Township) and the PPL 

West (Gateway) event, targeting the battalion’s must-win schools.  Throughout the campaign, 

the goal was to not only generate leads, but to help recruiters build relationships with the 

targeted schools.   

 

Geographically, TSF Radio Network sought host sites that were somewhat centralized to ensure 

reasonable travel for the participating teams. The PPL West was played in suburban Pittsburgh at 

Gateway High School while the PPL East was played outside of Harrisburg at Susquehanna 

Township. 

 

Each potential host site received an application to host a PPL event.  We established minimum 

requirements for a school to host a PPL event, including: 

 

 -two (2) 100-yard fields; 

 -one (1) 100-yard field (artificial surface); 

 -registration tables; 

 -a field house/locker room facilities; 

 -restrooms; 

 -concessions; 

 -public address system; 

 -scoreboard; and 

 -stadium lights. 

 

Fields 

PPL events are played on 40-yard fields.  The requirement of two (2), 100-yard fields enables four 

games to be played simultaneously, which ensures pool play and the single-elimination 

tournament play for a 16-team tournament can be reasonably completed in a single day.   

 

Of the two, 100-yard fields, it is a required that at least one of the fields have an artificial surface.  

In the event of inclement weather, the tournament would be played exclusively on the artificial 

surface.  The artificial turf requirement ensures that the tournament can be played even in the 

event of inclement weather.   

 

At the PPL West event at Gateway High School, heavy thunderstorms the night before the event 

made the secondary fields unplayable.  The entire 16-team PPL West event was played on 

Gateway’s artificial turf field.  With the move, the games were reduced in length by five minutes 



from 25 to 20 minutes and the time between games dropped from five minutes to three minutes, 

which ensured that the event was completed less than two hours behind schedule.   

 

Field House, Locker Room 

The access to the field house, locker room is for PPL game management staff, game officials, 

and medical staff.  Participating teams are not necessarily granted access to the field house, 

locker rooms.  With 16-teams, it is impossible to accommodate all of the participating schools.    

 

Restrooms 

The restroom facilities need to be open, available to the public throughout the day.   

 

Concessions 

Each PPL event is an opportunity for the school’s athletic booster club to raise money for the 

football program through concession sales.  In fact, at the Gateway event, the concession staff 

ran out of food during the event and had to make a grocery store run to restock on food. 

 

At Susquehanna Township, the athletic department contracted with a vendor to provide 

concessions throughout the day.   

 

Concessions are an opportunity for the high school’s athletic department or the booster club to 

use the PPL event as a fundraising opportunity. 

 

 
 

 

Public Address System 

A public address system is required for all host sites.  The PA system ensures the timely 

communication between game management and all participating teams and fans in 

attendance at the event.  This is also a safety issue in regards to quickly communicating with 

those on site during an occurrence of inclement weather.   

 

The use of the wireless microphone is helpful when planning on-field presentations or any kind of 

opening ceremonies for the event.  The wireless microphone is not required, but highly 

recommended.  At the PPL East event, TSF Radio Network rented a wireless microphone for the 

event. 

 

At both Pennsylvania Passing League events, U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion 

Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Lockridge addressed all of the participating 

teams during the event’s opening ceremonies.  This was a more informal introduction during the 



PPL West Division at Gateway High School.  At Susquehanna Township, the opening ceremonies 

included a U.S. Army color guard, a national anthem singer, and LTC Lockridge’s talk to the 

participating teams.   

 

Scoreboard 

A working scoreboard is extremely helpful, but not necessary.  Since the scores of each game 

are kept at each field, the scoreboard is for the timing of the event only.  The PPL West was 

played with one scoreboard while the games of the PPL East were timed at each field.  The PPL 

West was ideal in that each game of the event started, ended at the same time under one 

timing device.   

 

During the PPL East event, with four fields in play without one scoreboard, four different games 

were being played simultaneously with no uniform time being kept.  On that day it was not a 

problem, but it could easily become a problem a problem, resulting in delays and an 

unnecessary lengthening of the event.   

 

Stadium Lights 

In the unlikely event that the games run beyond daylight hours, then stadium lights would be 

necessary to complete the event.   The host site must have at least one field with lights. 

 

 
   

Army:  Host Site Requirements 

Each host school was also required to provide the U.S. Army with the following: 

 

 -exhibit area for Army recruiting assets (Humvee, football toss, pull-up bar, etc.); 

 -booth space for the distribution of U.S. Army information;  

 -conference room, locker room for Army presentation; and 

 -high-profile signage locations throughout facility. 

 

TSF Radio Network negotiated with each host school to determine the cost to rent the facility for 

the day, including the cost for security, medical personnel, and custodial assistance for cleanup 

after the event. 

 

 

 

 



In securing the host sites for the PPL East & PPL West Division, TSF Radio Network worked out 

monetary arrangements with each host school, including: 

 

 -renting of the facility; 

-securing, compensating on-site medical personnel for event; 

 -securing, compensating on-site security, if necessary; 

-compensating the game officials; and 

 -renting any necessary game-management equipment. 

 

In addition, TSF Radio Network provided game-day management of the event while the U.S. 

Army provided manpower to assist in the management of the event.  Recruiters worked as 

game managers, field managers, and team liaisons.  After securing the host sites for the PPL East, 

PPL West Divisions, TSF Radio Network started the process of securing schools to participate. 

  

Participating Teams 

The Pennsylvania Passing League targeted high schools in the Harrisburg Battalion’s recruiting 

territory.  All schools in the recruiting territory were eligible to participate, but TSF Radio Network 

specifically targeted the battalion’s must-win, must-keep schools to serve as host sites for the 

passing league.   

 

During the process of securing the participating teams, TSF Radio Network created a database 

of all of the schools in the Harrisburg Battalion, including contact information for school 

administrators, athletic directors, and coaches. 

 

In securing the participating teams for the Pennsylvania Passing League, TSF Radio Network 

engaged head football coaches, athletic directors, and principals in a variety of methods, 

including: 

 

 -letter introducing the PPL; 

 -press releases, notices sent via e-mail; 

 -faxed flyer introducing the PPL; and 

 -follow up via telephone. 

 

In addition, after securing the PPL host sites, the coaches, athletic directors at both Gateway 

and Susquehanna Township were very helpful in securing additional schools to participate, using 

their coaching contacts to encourage participation.   

 

Often, teams pay $250-$400 to participate in an event like the Pennsylvania Passing League.  TSF 

Radio Network and the Harrisburg Battalion worked hard to keep costs down to ensure that 

teams would not be charged to participate in the event.   

 

Direct Mail 

TSF Radio Network drafted, distributed an introductory letter, a flyer, and a registration form that 

was distributed to all high school football coaches, athletic directors in the recruiting territory.  

Information about the PPL was also faxed to each school in the recruiting territory.   

 

Phone Calls 

For the battalion’s targeted schools, TSF Radio Network followed up the direct mail and fax with 

a phone call to the head football coach, athletic director, encouraging participating in the PPL.  

The phone calls are an extremely effective method of gauging interest or determining why there 

is a lack of interest in participating.  This is an opportunity to sell the Pennsylvania Passing League. 

 



 
 

 

April 19, 2010 

 

 

I’m writing to introduce you to the Pennsylvania Passing League, a 7-on-7 passing tournament that will 

feature high school football players from throughout the Keystone State.  “The Sports Flash” (TSF) Radio 

Network and the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion created the PPL as an opportunity for your school 

to engage in a leadership-developing, team-building, skill-enhancing competition this summer. 

Right now, we’re offering FREE registration to the first 16 teams who register to participate in the 

Pennsylvania Passing League.  The registration fee is $20 per player and with a 12-player roster maximum; 

you’re saving your players as much as $220.  Although you can register multiple teams for each school, the 

free registration offer is limited to just one team per school.  We’re expecting strong interest in the 

tournament, so register your team now to ensure that your team can participate at no cost. 

 

Each team that participates in the Pennsylvania Passing League is assured of playing a minimum of three 

games and each player will receive a PPL tee-shirt.  The PPL’s structure consists of pool play to determine 

qualifiers for a 16-team, single-elimination championship round  

 

The tentative date of the Pennsylvania Passing League Championship is the weekend of June 11-12.  If 

necessary, depending upon the level of interest, we may push the PPL State Championship Event until the 

end of the month.  The sites are to be determined.  If you’re interested in hosting an event, let us know.   

Additional info about hosting is available on our web site, at www.TheSportsFlash.com.  

 

For additional information about the Pennsylvania Passing League, go online to www.TheSportsFlash.com and 

click on the PPL logo or call TSF Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at (517) 927-4570.  Fax in your team 

registration to (517) 655-1761 or e-mail the registration to ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com or 

TheSportsFlash@aol.com.  

We welcome your participation in the Pennsylvania Passing League.  If you have any questions, please feel 

free to contact me at your convenience. 

 

Thanks for your time, 

 

 

 

Mike Sinnott 

“The Sports Flash” Radio Network 

 
“The Sports Flash” Radio Network  -  Your teams.  Your scores. 

Mike Sinnott - 517-927-4570 - TheSportsFlash@aol.com - www.TheSportsFlash.com 

http://www.thesportsflash.com/
http://www.thesportsflash.com/
mailto:ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com
mailto:TheSportsFlash@aol.com
mailto:TheSportsFlash@aol.com


 

Pennsylvania Passing League 

FREE registration is now available for the first 16 

schools that participate in the PPL.  

The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion and “The Sports Flash” (TSF) Radio Network are 

teaming up for the 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League.  This 7-on-7 passing tournament will 

feature high school football players from across the Keystone State.   

Registration is now underway and we’re offering free registration to the first 16 teams that register 

for the PPL.  The registration fee is $20 per player with a 10-player minimum, 12-player maximum 

roster.  That’ll save your players as much as $220.  Although you can register multiple teams per 

school, the free registration offer is good for just one team per school.   

Tentative date of the Pennsylvania Passing League Championship is the weekend of June 11-12.  

The sites for the PPL are to be determined.  If you are interested in hosting a PPL event, just lst us 

know. 

Download the OFFICIAL RULES, TEAM REGISTRATION, and RELEASES online at 

www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  Fax your team registration and other materials to (517) 655-1761.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Sinnott at (517) 927-4570 or send an e-mail to 

ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com.  

Register now – for FREE – for the 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League! 

 

 

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL
mailto:ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com


 
 

 

Drafting PPL Rules 

TSF Radio Network drafted the rules of the Pennsylvania Passing League, based on a composite 

of several different passing leagues from throughout the country.  During the process, our goal 

was to draft rules that ensured a fair, safe competition for the participating student-athletes 

while setting a high standard of sportsmanship among the competitors that aligned itself with 

Army values. 

 

After the initial draft, TSF Radio Network sought feedback on the rules from several head football 

coaches in Pennsylvania, including:  Gateway’s Terry Smith; Susquehanna Township’s Joe 

Headen; Danville’s Jim Kaeser; and Trinity’s Ed Dalton.  The coaches made suggested rule 

changes that were implemented into the official PPL rules of play.   

 

In addition, there were a few rules changes between the playing of the PPL West Division event 

at Gateway in June and July’s PPL East Division event at Susquehanna.  Those changes 

addressed mostly safety concerns, which included the use of helmets at the PPL East Division 

event.  The scoring of both PPL events differed as well with teams being able to score for 

defensive stands (1 point) and interceptions (1 point) at the PPL East event.   
 

TSF Radio Network distributed the rules to all of the participating schools via e-mail and made 

the rules available for download at the “official” PPL web site.     

 

All PPL games were officiated certified by the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association.  

Depending upon the arrangement with the host school, TSF Radio Network paid for or shared 

the responsibility for paying the game officials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pennsylvania Passing League – Rules Overview 

 

1.  Field is 40-yards (1.a); a first-down is 20-yards and two first-downs without a penalty results in a touchdown for the 

offense (5.b). 

2.  All offensive plays must be forward passes. No shovel passes; no double passes; and no tailback screens (5.a). No 

running plays are allowed. 

3.  The quarterback must release the ball in four (4) seconds, or the play would be blown dead, resulting in an 

incomplete pass (5.f.1-5.f.2). 

4.  On each down, seven players per team; on offense, a center, quarterback, and five eligible receivers; on defense, 

seven defenders for each down. (2.f – 2.f.1b) 

5.  One hand or two-hand touch required to “tackle” the ball carrier. (6.a) 

6.  No blocking. (5.i) 

7.  All games are 25-minutes with a running clock. (3.a) 

8.  Six (6) points are scored on a touchdown. (9.a) 

9.  Point After Attempt is a PASSING PLAY, no kicking. (9.a)  One (1) point is scored on a PAT from the 5-yard-line and two 

(2) points scored on a PAT from the 10-yard-line.    (9.b.1-9.b.2).  An intercepted pass during a PAT is a dead ball and no 

points are scored. 

10.  Teams receive one (1) point for a defensive stop that results in a turnover on downs. (9.d) 

11. Three points are scored for each non-scoring interception.  (9.e) An interception returned by the defense beyond the 

40-yard-line is a touchdown (6) with the extra-point to follow.  (7.c.2 – 7.c.3)  SEE ALSO (9.e – 9.d.2) 

12.  A safety is recorded when a legal pass is completed to an eligible receiver and the defensive player “tackles” the 

ball carrier behind the 40-yard-line.  Two points awarded to the defensive team, and the defensive team will take 

possession at the 40-yard-line. (9.c) 

13.  Overtime is three plays from the 15-yard-line (9.f.2) and teams are required to go for two-points on all conversions in 

overtime (9.f.4).   

14.  Fumbles which hit the ground are dead balls at the spot of the fumble.  (8.a)  Muffed snap that hits the ground is a 

dead ball and a loss of down.  (8.c)  Fumbles may be recovered in the air before the ball hits the ground.  (8.a.1)  

  



 

Pennsylvania Passing League – Penalties 

1.  Defensive pass interference is an automatic first-down at the spot of the foul. (7.a) 

2.  Offensive pass interference is a five-yard penalty and a loss of down. (7.b) 

3.  Defensive holding is a 10-yard penalty and repeat the down. 

4.  Taunting or “trash talking” will not be tolerated.  First unsportsmanlike offense is a five (5) yard penalty; second offense 

is 15-yards and automatic first down; and third unsportsmanlike penalty results in the automatic ejection from the game.  

(10.j – 10.k.2) 

5.  Unnecessary roughness or excessive force by shoving, pushing, or striking a blow is a penalty, resulting in an automatic 

first-down at the spot of the foul. (6.a.1) Officials have the discretion to eject any player from the game.  Decision to 

eject a player is entirely at the discretion of the game official and cannot be appealed (6.a.2) 

6.  Illegal procedure results in a five-yard penalty (5.j) 

7.  No offensive foul can take the ball beyond the 40-yard-line. 

8.  Offense has 25 seconds to put the ball in play once it has been marked for play.  Failure to snap the ball in 25-seconds 

is a 5-yard delay of game penalty with two delay of game penalties on the same possession resulting in a turnover with 

no points awarded to the defense.  (3.i – 3.i.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Event Management 

TSF Radio Network along with each host school provided the game management for each PPL 

event.  The event management included: 

 

 -registering teams upon arrival; 

 -setting up, breaking down of tables, tents, chairs; 

 -providing water for all competitors; 

 -coordinating with food vendor, concessions staff; 

 -assigning officiating crews to particular games; 

 -interpreting rules; 

 -scheduling of games; 

 -ensuring a high-level of sportsmanship, fair play; and 

 -providing security for the venue, along with a variety of other duties. 

 

Recruiters from the Harrisburg Battalion were assigned to a variety of duties during the game day 

for each event, serving as field managers, game managers, and school liaisons.   

 

Field Manager 

The field manager was responsible for managing one field or two simultaneous games and 

coordinated with the officials of keeping the proper time and score for each game.  In addition, 

the field manager fields all questions and concerns and communicated those with game-day 

management.  The field managers were also responsible for reporting the official final score to 

the tournament directors and public address announcer. 

 

Game Manager 

The game manager was responsible for managing the time, score for one game and helping 

field questions, concerns from the coaches, staff, and student-athletes.   

 

 



 
 

“Would it be possible for the Army representative who spent 

the day with us on Saturday as our guide in the 110-degree 

heat to attend the Steelers game with us?  He was a great 

help and I would like for him to ride with us.  I think it would 

be a nice gesture for all of his help.” 

   
-Manheim Township Head Football Coach Mike Melnyk, requesting 

SSG Masterangelo to join his team for the Pittsburgh Steelers’ exhibition. 

 

 

School Liaisons 

One recruiter was assigned to each participating school at each PPL event, serving as a school 

liaison.  This was an opportunity for the recruiter to develop a bond with the head coach, staff, 

and student-athletes of each school.  This is another opportunity for the recruiters to position 

themselves as a vital resource for the school, rather than a salesman for the Army. 

 

In addition, the recruiters were given the opportunity to give each team a 15-20 minute 

presentation about the U.S. Army during the day.  At that time, the recruiters had the opportunity 

to conduct a presentation about a career in the U.S. Army, distribute information, and 

encourage the student-athletes to sign lead cards, requesting additional information about a 

career in the U.S. Army.   

 

The recruiters were assigned to the participating teams based on their area of responsibility in an 

effort to build the relationships between the recruiters and the high schools.  From the feedback 

that we received from the coaches and student-athletes, the recruiters of the Harrisburg 

Recruiting Battalion did an outstanding job of laying the groundwork for relationships that would 

bring dividends during their recruiting efforts. 

 

 

  



PPL East Division @ Susquehanna Township 

 

 Brockway 

 Coatesville 

 Dallastown 

 Danville Area 

 Harrisburg 

 Loyalsock 

 Manheim Central 

 Manheim Township 

 Mechanicsburg 

 Milton Hershey 

 Northeastern 

 Red Land 

 Steelton-Highspire 

 Susquenita 

 Susquehanna Township 

 William Penn (York) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Manheim Township streaks to PPL East Division title 

The Blue Streaks of Manheim Township blasted Coatesville, 40-8, to win the Pennsylvania Passing 

League East Division title at Susquehanna Township High School.  Manheim Township went 6-0 

during the event and handed Coatesville their only loss of the event in the championship game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PPL West Division @ Gateway High School 

 

 Baldwin 

 Bethel Park 

 Clairton 

 Friendly 

 Gateway 

 Greensburg Central Catholic 

 Montour 

 Penn Hills 

 Perry Traditional Academy 

 Pine Richland 

 Pittsburgh Central Catholic 

 Richland  

 South Allegheny 

 South Fayette 

 Trinity Area 

 Valley 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Gateway Gators win PPL West Championship 

The Gateway Gators won the Pennsylvania Passing League West Division title with a 12-7 win 

over Clairton in the championship game of the 16-team tournament.  Gateway went 6-1 in 

winning the PPL West, losing to South Fayette in pool play.  During the single-elimination round 

the Gators knocked off Bethel Park (12-7), rallied past Pittsburgh Central Catholic in the 

quarterfinals (19-7), and blanked Montour (12-0) in the semifinals. 

 

PPL West:  125-57 record in 2010 

In 2010, the PPL West was arguably one of the most competitive seven-on-seven passing league 

events in the state of Pennsylvania.  During the 2010 regular-season, PPL West Division teams 

compiled a 125-57 record, winning 68.7-percent of its games.   Clairton, finished second in the 

PPL West Division, but finished 2010 15-0 with their second-straight PIAA Class A State 

Championship.  South Fayette finished 15-1 as the runner-up in the PIAA’s Class AA classification. 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 
 

   
 

Media Relations 

Throughout the campaign, TSF Radio Network worked to generate free media coverage of the 

Pennsylvania Passing League.  TSF Radio Network drafted press releases and distributed the 

releases to the media throughout the battalion’s recruiting territory.   

 

TSF Radio Network kept the media informed as the Pennsylvania Passing League moved forward 

with each milestone of its inaugural season, including: 

 

 -formation of the Pennsylvania Passing League; 

 -decision on host sites, locations for the PPL East & PPL West Division; 

 -participating teams; 

 -adoption of the PPL’s Official Rules; 

 -partnership with the Pittsburgh Steelers; and, 

 -recap of action at PPL East & PPL West Division events. 

 

In addition to targeting all of the major media outlets in the recruiting territory, TSF Radio Network 

specifically targeted the community media outlets that covered each of the participating 

schools.  TSF Radio Network sold the newspapers on stories related to the local team’s off-season 

participation in the Pennsylvania Passing League. 

 

Media advisories were distributed the week of each event; the day before each event; and the 

day of each PPL event.  In addition, TSF Radio Network contacted media outlets during the day 

of the event to encourage TV stations to send out camera crews or newspapers to send out 

reporters to cover the event.   

 

All of these efforts were successful in generating a tremendous amount of earned media 

coverage for the Pennsylvania Passing League, including: 

 
 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review; 

The Patriot-News (Harrisburg); 

York Daily Record; 

 Pottsville Republican-Herald; 

 PennLive.com; 

 South Hills Record; 

 Monroeville Times-Express; 

 Harrisburg’s ABC 27; and 

 Harrisburg’s Fox 43. 
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At Gateway’s PPL West Division event, a twitter feed updated the scores of the games as they 

finished.  This enabled fans from around the world to follow the games as they were being 

played at Gateway High School. 

 

 
 

The Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion included information about the Pennsylvania Passing League 

on the battalion’s facebook page.  The page included a link to the “official” PPL site at 

www.TheSportsFlash.com.   

 

School Web Sites 

Many of the participating Pennsylvania Passing League schools included information about the 

PPL on their school web sites, athletic sites, or football booster club sites.  The information 

appeared on many web sites, including: 

 

 www.GatewayGators.com 

 www.TrinityHillerFootball.vnsports.com 

 www.PineRichland.org 

 www.ManheimTownshipFootball.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.thesportsflash.com/
http://www.gatewaygators.com/
http://www.trinityhillerfootball.vnsports.com/
http://www.pinerichland.org/
http://www.manheimtownshipfootball.com/




 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Partnership with the National Football League’s Pittsburgh Steelers 

The Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion leveraged their existing sponsorship agreement with the 

Pittsburgh Steelers into a tremendous opportunity for the Pennsylvania Passing League.  On 

August 14, at the Steelers preseason opener against the Detroit Lions at Heinz Field, the PPL East 

& PPL West Division champions were to play an exhibition at halftime. 

 

Manheim Township and Gateway participated in pre-game activities as part of the scheduled 

PPL Finale.  Both teams were able to watch the Steelers and Lions warm-up on the field before 

the game.  In addition, during the Steelers pregame festivities, the team captains and head 

coaches participated in a coin toss to determine which team would have the first possession 

during the exhibition.   

 

The Pittsburgh Steelers provided each team with tickets to the game for players, coaches, and 

staff, with all participants receiving a boxed lunch, a souvenir game program, and a Steelers 

“Terrible Towel.”  The PPL was featured in the Steelers GAMEDAY program, which included the 

PPL logo, a story about the Pennsylvania Passing League, and photos of the PPL East & PPL West 

Division champions. 

 

It was a great event for both schools.  Unfortunately, due to a severe thunderstorm that hit 

Pittsburgh just two minutes before the end of the first-half, the game – indeed, all halftime 

activities – were canceled as the game was stopped for the storm for nearly two hours. 
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U.S. Army Harrisburg Battalion launches 

Pennsylvania Passing League 
U.S. Army & “The Sports Flash” Radio Network teaming up on 7-on-7 passing league 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Contact: Mike Sinnott 

16 March 2010       (517) 927-4570 

 

HARRISBURG, PA – The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion is proud to announce the launch 

of the Pennsylvania Passing League, a 7-on-7 passing tournament featuring high school football 

players from throughout the Keystone State.  The Pennsylvania Passing League is an opportunity 

for high school football teams from across the state to engage in a leadership-developing, 

team-building, skill-enhancing competition during the summer.   

 

Depending upon the level of interest and the number of participating teams, the Pennsylvania 

Passing League may be a single-day state championship event; two regional events (East & 

West) with teams qualifying for a single-day or weekend state championship tournament; or 

series of state qualifying tournaments throughout the state with teams qualifying for the single-

day state championship event.  The tentative date for the Pennsylvania Passing League 

Championship is the weekend of June 11-12.  If enough teams participate, regional qualifiers 

would be held during the weekend of June 5.  The site is to be determined. 

 

The structure of Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL) Tournaments will consist of pool play to 

determine the qualifiers for the single-elimination championship round.  For example, with a 16-

team PPL tournament, the teams will be broken down into four pools of four teams each.  Each 

team is guaranteed to play three games, with the top two teams from each pool advancing to 

an eight-team single-elimination tournament.   

 

The official rules of play for the Pennsylvania Passing League are available for download at 

www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  Entry forms and releases are also available for download at the 

web site.   

 

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL


A school can enter multiple teams in the tournament.  The cost of the entry fee covers the cost 

of an official PPL tee-shirt to be worn by all competitors, referees, facility rental, and insurance.  

Trophies will be awarded to the winning teams as well as the Pennsylvania Passing League Most 

Valuable Player.  A Pennsylvania Passing League All-Star team will also be selected. 

 

TSF Radio Network is now accepting team entry forms for the league.  In addition, if your school 

is interested in hosting a PPL event, please contact TSF Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at (517) 927-

4570 or via e-mail at ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com or TheSportsFlash@aol.com.    

 

The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 

2010 Army STRONG Tour, which includes the Army Iron Man campaign, the Army STRONG 

Wrestler of the Year, and the Army Rivalry Tour. 

 

The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  

The Army trains and equips its soldiers to be the best, especially when it comes to their job, 

leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 150 jobs available in many exciting fields, the 

U.S. Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  From working with 

computer to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For 

more information, go online to www.GoArmy.com. 

 

“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local 

sports reports, reaching a 2.5-million listeners.  TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania 

Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio Network 

manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school students in several states, 

including:  Kentucky; Montana; North Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio 

Network also manages the Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high school 

football players in several states and the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year campaign. 

 

 

- Go Army! - 

  

mailto:ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com
mailto:TheSportsFlash@aol.com
http://www.goarmy.com/


 

U.S. Army’s Pennsylvania Passing League 

partners with the Pittsburgh Steelers 

Top two PPL teams will compete at halftime of Steelers preseason game at Heinz Field 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Contact: Mike Sinnott 

17 May 2010       (517) 927-4570 
 

HARRISBURG, PA – The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion is proud to announce a 

partnership with the National Football League’s Pittsburgh Steelers that will honor the best teams 

in the Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL).  The top two teams in the Pennsylvania Passing 

League will play an exhibition at halftime of the Pittsburgh Steelers preseason opener, when the 

Steelers host the Detroit Lions on Saturday, August 14 at Heinz Field.   

 

“We’re very excited about this opportunity with the Steelers,” U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting 

Battalion Commanding Officer Lt. Col. Stephen Lockridge said.  “This partnership will give the 

student-athletes competing in the Pennsylvania Passing League the opportunity to play at a NFL 

venue.  It’s a wonderful opportunity and we’re very excited about our partnership with such a 

legendary franchise as the Pittsburgh Steelers.” 

 

The Pittsburgh Steelers are the fifth-oldest franchise in the National Football League, and have 

one of the most storied histories in professional sports.  Founded and still operated by the Rooney 

Family, the Steelers have set the bar as winners of an unprecedented 6 Super Bowl victories. 

 

The Steelers Youth Football programs are designed to promote the great game of football to 

boys and girls ages 6-18 through camps, clinics, television shows, fundraising opportunities and 

more.  In addition, the Steelers provide coaching education to youth and high school coaches 

to instill proper technique and safe play. 

 



The Pennsylvania Passing League is in its first season as a seven-on-seven passing league for high 

school student athletes throughout the Keystone State.  The official rules of play for the 

Pennsylvania Passing League are available for download at www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  Entry 

forms and releases are also available for download at the web site.   

 

The Gateway Gators 7-on-7 presented by the Pennsylvania Passing League will be held at 

Gateway High School on Sunday, June 6.  The Gateway event will determine the PPL-WEST 

champion.  The PPL-East Division will play at Susquehanna Twp. High School on Saturday, July 24. 

 

The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 

2010 Army STRONG Tour, which includes the Army Iron Man campaign, the Army Coach of the 

Year, the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year, and the Army Rivalry Tour. 

 

The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  

The Army trains and equips its soldiers to be the best, especially when it comes to their job, 

leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 150 jobs available in many exciting fields, the 

U.S. Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  From working with 

computers to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For 

more information, go online to www.GoArmy.com. 

 

“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local 

sports reports, reaching a 2.5-million listeners.  TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania 

Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio Network 

manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school students in several states, 

including:  Kentucky; Montana; North Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio 

Network also manages the Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high school 

football players in several states and the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year campaign. 

 
 

- Go Army! - 
  

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL
http://www.goarmy.com/


 

Gateway Gators 7-on-7 presented by Pennsylvania 

Passing League to host 16 teams 

16 teams vie for PPL West Championship on Sunday, June 6 at Gateway High School 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       Contact: Mike Sinnott 

1 June 2010         (517) 927-4570 

 

HARRISBURG, PA – The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion is proud to announce that 16 teams will compete in the Gateway Gators 7-
on-7 presented by the Pennsylvania Passing League on Sunday, June 6 at Gateway High School.  Admission is free for this event.  Pool play 
begins at 8:30 A.M. and will determine the seeding for the single-elimination championship, with the championship game at approximately 3:10 
P.M.   
 
The PPL-West champion will play the PPL-East champion in an exhibition at halftime of the Pittsburgh Steelers preseason opener against the 
Detroit Lions on Saturday, August 14 at Heinz Field.    Here are the 16 teams that will be competing for the PPL-West title on June, 6 at Gateway 
High School: 
 

 Baldwin 

 Bethel Park 

 Clairton 

 Friendly (MD) 

 Gateway 

 Greensburg Central Catholic 

 Montour 

 Penn Hills 

 Perry Traditional Academy 

 Pine Richland 

 Pittsburgh Central Catholic 

 Richland 

 South Allegheny 

 South Fayette 

 Trinity Area 

 Valley 
 



Teams that participate are guaranteed to play four games, with pool play determining the seeding for a single-elimination championship 
tournament.  Each participating player will receive a Pennsylvania Passing League tee-shirt, the winning team will receive a trophy, and the top 
two teams will be invited to play an exhibition at halftime of the Steelers preseason opener. 
 
The Pennsylvania Passing League is in its first season as a seven-on-seven passing league for high school student athletes throughout the 
Keystone State.  The official rules of play for the Pennsylvania Passing League are available for download at www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  
Entry forms and releases are also available for download at the web site.   
 
TSF Radio Network is now accepting team entry forms for the league.  In addition, if your school is interested in hosting a PPL event, please 
contact TSF Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at (517) 927-4570 or via e-mail at ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com or 
TheSportsFlash@aol.com.    
 
The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 2010 Army STRONG Tour, which includes the 
Army Iron Man campaign, the Army Coach of the Year, the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year, and the Army Rivalry Tour. 
 
The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  The Army trains and equips its soldiers to be the 
best, especially when it comes to their job, leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 150 jobs available in many exciting fields, the U.S. 
Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  From working with computers to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, 
there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For more information, go online to www.GoArmy.com. 
 
“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local sports reports, reaching a 2.5-million listeners.  
TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio 
Network manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school students in several states, including:  Kentucky; Montana; North 
Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio Network also manages the Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high 
school football players in several states and the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year campaign. 
 
 

- Go Army! – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL
mailto:ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com
mailto:TheSportsFlash@aol.com
http://www.goarmy.com/


 

Susquehanna Twp. to host 
Pennsylvania Passing League’s East Division 

PPL East will compete at Roscoe Warner Stadium on July 24; winner plays at Heinz Field 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       Contact: Mike Sinnott 

3 June 2010        (517) 927-4570 

 
HARRISBURG, PA – The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion is proud to announce a partnership between the 

Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL) and Susquehanna Township High School for the PPL East Division tournament on July 

24 at Roscoe Warner Stadium.  The seven-on-seven passing tournament will feature teams from throughout eastern 

Pennsylvania.  The PPL East champion will play the PPL West champion in an exhibition at halftime of the Pittsburgh 

Steelers preseason opener against the Detroit Lion on August 14 at Heinz Field.   The PPL West Division will compete at 

Gateway High School on Sunday, June 6 and will feature 16 teams from throughout western Pennsylvania. 

 

Teams that participate in the PPL East are guaranteed to play four games, with pool play determining the seeding for a 

single-elimination championship tournament.  If your team is interested in participating, please contact Susquehanna 

Twp. head football coach Joe Headen at 717-579-5509 or “The Sports Flash” Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at 517-927-

4570. 

 

The Pennsylvania Passing League is in its first season as a seven-on-seven passing league for high school student athletes 

throughout the Keystone State.  The official rules of play for the Pennsylvania Passing League are available for download 

at www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  Entry forms and releases are also available for download at the web site.   

 

The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 2010 Army STRONG Tour, 

which includes the Army Iron Man campaign, the Army Coach of the Year, the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year, and 

the Army Rivalry Tour. 

 

The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  The Army trains and 

equips its soldiers to be the best, especially when it comes to their job, leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 

150 jobs available in many exciting fields, the U.S. Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  

From working with computers to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For more 

information, go online to www.GoArmy.com. 

 

“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local sports reports, reaching a 

2.5-million listeners.  TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg 

Recruiting Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio Network manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school 

students in several states, including:  Kentucky; Montana; North Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio 

Network also manages the Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high school football players in several 

states and the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year campaign. 

 

- Go Army! - 

  

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL
http://www.goarmy.com/


 

Field set for PPL East Division event 

at Susquehanna Twp on July 24 

PPL East champ will play Gateway in exhibition at halftime of Pittsburgh Steelers preseason opener 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Contact: Mike Sinnott 

21 July 2010        (517) 927-4570 

 

HARRISBURG, PA – The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion is proud to announce the 16-team field for the 

Pennsylvania Passing League’s East Division on July 24 at Susquehanna Township High School.  The teams will each play 

three pool games to determine the seeding for the 16-team single-elimination championship round.   The schedule will 

be announced on Thursday.   The PPL East champion will play the Gateway Gators, the PPL West champion, in an 

exhibition at halftime of the Pittsburgh Steelers preseason opener against the Detroit Lions at Heinz Field on August 14. 

 

The PPL East Division will consist of the following teams: 
 

 Brockway 

 Coatesville 

 Dallastown 

 Danville Area 

 Harrisburg 

 Loyalsock 

 Manheim Central 

 Manheim Township 

 Mechanicsburg 

 Milton Hershey 

 Northeastern 

 Red Land 

 Steelton-Highspire 

 Susquenita 

 Susquehanna Township 

 William Penn (York) 

 

The Pennsylvania Passing League is in its first season as a seven-on-seven passing league for high school 

student athletes throughout the Keystone State.  The official rules of play for the Pennsylvania Passing League 

are available for download at www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  Entry forms and releases are also available for download 

at the web site.   

 
Gateway won the PPL-West, beating Clairton in the title game, of the 16-team Gateway Gators 7-on-7 presented by the 

Pennsylvania Passing League.  Gateway will play the PPL East champion in an exhibition at halftime of the Pittsburgh 

Steelers preseason opener against the Detroit Lions on Saturday, August 14.  

 

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL


The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 2010 Army STRONG Tour, 

which includes the Army Iron Man campaign, the Army Coach of the Year, the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year, and 

the Army Rivalry Tour. 

 

The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  The Army trains and 

equips its soldiers to be the best, especially when it comes to their job, leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 

150 jobs available in many exciting fields, the U.S. Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  

From working with computers to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For more 

information, go online to www.GoArmy.com. 

 

“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local sports reports, reaching a 

2.5-million listeners.  TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg 

Recruiting Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio Network manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school 

students in several states, including:  Kentucky; Montana; North Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio 

Network also manages the Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high school football players in several 

states and the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year campaign. 
 
 

- Go Army! - 

  

http://www.goarmy.com/


 

Manheim Township beats Coatesville for 

Pennsylvania Passing League East title 
Manheim Twp. to play Gateway in exhibition at Heinz Field on August 14 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Contact: Mike Sinnott 

24 July 2010        (517) 927-4570 

 
HARRISBURG, PA – Manheim Township earned the Pennsylvania Passing League East Division title with a 40-8 win over 

Coatesville in the championship game of the 16-team Northeastern Elite 7-on-7 at Susquehanna Township High School.  

Manheim Township handed  Coatesville their only lost of the tournament in the championship game.  Manheim 

Township went 6-0 in earning a trip to Heinz Field to play PPL West Champion Gateway in an exhibition at halftime of the 

Steelers preseason opener on Saturday, August 14.   

 

Fifteen teams participated in the Pennsylvania Passing League East Division, including: Coatesville; Dallastown; Danville 

Area; Harrisburg; Loyalsock; Manheim Central; Manheim Township; Mechanicsburg; Milton Hershey; Northeastern; Red 

Land; Steelton-Highspire; Susquenita; Susquehanna Township; and William Penn (York).  Brockway had committed to play 

in the PPL East, but withdrew after an injury to the team’s starting quarterback during practice on Friday evening.   

 

Sixteen teams participated in the Gateway Gators 7-on-7 presented by the Pennsylvania Passing League at Gateway 

High School on June 6, including:  Baldwin; Bethel Park; Clairton; Friendly (MD); Gateway; Greensburg Central Catholic; 

Montour; Penn Hills; Perry Traditional Academy; Pine Richland; Pittsburgh Central Catholic; Richland; South Allegheny; 

South Fayette; Trinity Area; and Valley.  Gateway went 6-1 in winning the PPL West, losing only to South Fayette (12-7) in 

pool play.  In the single-elimination championship round, the Gators opened with a 12-7 win over Bethel Park, knocked 

off Pittsburgh Central Catholic in the quarter-finals (19-7), and shut out Montour (12-0) in the semi-finals. 

 

The Pennsylvania Passing League is in its first season as a seven-on-seven passing league for high school student-athletes 

throughout the Keystone State.  In 2010, 31 teams partitipated in the PPL, with more than 600 student-athletes 

participating in the event.   

 

The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 2010 Army STRONG Tour, 

which includes the Army Iron Man campaign, the Army Coach of the Year, the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year, and 

the Army Rivalry Tour. 

 

The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  The Army trains and 

equips its soldiers to be the best, especially when it comes to their job, leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 

150 jobs available in many exciting fields, the U.S. Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  

From working with computers to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For more 

information, go online to www.GoArmy.com. 

 

“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local sports reports, reaching a 

2.5-million listeners.  TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg 

Recruiting Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio Network manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school 

students in several states, including:  Kentucky; Montana; North Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio 

Network also manages the Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high school football players in several 

states and the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year campaign. 

 

 

- Go Army! - 

http://www.goarmy.com/


 

Gateway, Manheim Township to play in 

Pennsylvania Passing League Final 

PPL East, PPL West champions will play exhibition at halftime of Steelers preseason opener 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Contact: Mike Sinnott 

12 August 2010       (517) 927-4570 

 

HARRISBURG, PA – The U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s Pennsylvania Passing League will end its inaugural season 
with an exhibition at halftime of the Pittsburgh Steelers preseason opener at Heinz Field against the Detroit Lions on August 14.  
The exhibition will feature PPL East Champion Manheim Township against PPL West Champion Gateway.   
 
The Pennsylvania Passing League consisted of 32 teams that competed in two, 16-team tournaments.  On June 6, Gateway won 
the PPL West with a 12-7 win over Clairton.  Sixteen teams participated in the Gateway Gators 7-on-7 presented by the 
Pennsylvania Passing League, including:  Baldwin; Bethel Park; Clairton; Friendly (MD); Gateway; Greensburg Central Catholic; 
Montour; Penn Hills; Perry Traditional Academy; Pine Richland; Pittsburgh Central Catholic; Richland; South Allegheny; South 
Fayette; Trinity Area; and Valley.   
 
Gateway went 6-1 in winning the PPL West, losing only to South Fayette (12-7) in pool play.  In the single-elimination 
championship round, Gateway opened with a 12-7 win over Bethel Park, knocked off Pittsburgh Central Catholic in the 
quarterfinals (19-7), and shutout Montour (12-0) in the semi-finals. 
 
Manheim Township won the Pennsylvania Passing League East Division with a 40-8 win over Coatesville in the championship 
game of the PPL East on July 24 at Susquehanna Township High School in Harrisburg.  The PPL East consisted of the following 
teams:  Coatesville; Dallastown; Danville Area; Harrisburg; Loyalsock; Manheim Central; Manheim Township; Mechanicsburg; 
Milton Hershey; Northeastern; Red Land; Steelton-Highspire; Susquenita; Susquehanna Township; and William Penn (York).  
Manheim went 6-0 in winning the PPL East title and earning a trip the trip to Heinz field for the exhibition against Gateway. 
 
The Pittsburgh Steelers are the fifth-oldest franchise in the National Football League, and have one of the most storied histories 
in professional sports.  Founded and still operated by the Rooney Family, the Steelers have set the bar as winners of an 
unprecedented 6 Super Bowl victories. 
 



The Steelers Youth Football programs are designed to promote the great game of football to boys and girls ages 6-18 through 
camps, clinics, television shows, fundraising opportunities and more.  In addition, the Steelers provide coaching education to 
youth and high school coaches to instill proper technique and safe play. 
 
The Pennsylvania Passing League is in its first season as a seven-on-seven passing league for high school student athletes 
throughout the Keystone State.  The official rules of play for the Pennsylvania Passing League are available for download at 
www.TheSportsFlash.com/PPL.  Entry forms and releases are also available for download at the web site.   
 
The 2010 Pennsylvania Passing League is part of the U.S. Army Harrisburg Recruiting Battalion’s 2010 Army STRONG Tour, 
which includes the Army Iron Man campaign, the Army Coach of the Year, the Army STRONG Wrestler of the Year, and the 
Army Rivalry Tour. 
 
The United States Army is charged with protecting America’s freedom and preserving peace.  The Army trains and equips its 
soldiers to be the best, especially when it comes to their job, leadership, and soldiering skills.  With more than 150 jobs 
available in many exciting fields, the U.S. Army provides many job training and leadership training opportunities.  From working 
with computers to assisting doctors to fixing helicopters, there’s an Army job that’s right for you.  For more information, go 
online to www.GoArmy.com. 
 
“The Sports Flash” Radio Network provides 184 radio stations in 13 states with customized, local sports reports, reaching a 2.5-
million listeners.  TSF Radio Network manages the Pennsylvania Passing League for the U.S. Army’s Harrisburg Recruiting 
Battalion.  In addition, TSF Radio Network manages tobacco-prevention campaigns targeting high school students in several 
states, including:  Kentucky; Montana; North Carolina; South Carolina; and Wyoming.  TSF Radio Network also manages the 
Army Iron Man campaign that honors the best two-way high school football players in several states and the Army STRONG 
Wrestler of the Year campaign. 

 

 

- Go Army! - 

  

http://www.thesportsflash.com/PPL
http://www.goarmy.com/


PPL Rules of Play & Release Forms 
 

  



 

OFFICIAL RULES of the 

PENNSYLVANIA PASSING LEAGUE 
- UPDATED & FINAL-  

12 August 2010 

 

1. Field Dimensions 

1.a - Field Length – 40 Yards 

1.b - Field Width – 160 feet (60 to the hash mark) (40 feet between the hash marks) 

1.c - End Zone – 10 yards deep 

1.d - On a 100-yard field, with a 40-yard field of play, this enables two games to be played at 

once, between the 40s is a 20-yard buffer between games.   

1.e - The field is marked at 20-yard intervals with cones.   

 

2. Participants/Teams 

2.a - Pennsylvania Passing League (PPL) must receive a signed ASSUMPTION OF RISK 

AGREEMENT and PHYSICIAN RELEASE form from each participant.  The release form must be 

signed by the participant’s parent/legal guardian and on file with the Pennsylvania Passing 

League.  Without the signed release, participant will not be allowed to compete. 



2.b - Participation is restricted to rising high school freshman through rising high school seniors.  

No middle school players and no players who have already graduated from their respective high 

school may participate in the PPL.  Participants must have at least one year of high school 

eligibility remaining.  Teams must consist of members from the same school.  Select teams are 

not eligible to participate in the PPL.  

2.b.1 – Teams with players participating in violation of Rule 2.b will be immediately 

disqualified from participation in the PPL without possibility of appeal.   

2.b.2 – Teams with players participating in violation of Rule 2.b and have already 

participated in PPL games will be immediately disqualified and will forfeit all contests. 

2.b.2.a – In the event of team disqualification, wins will be awarded to any team 

that may have lost to team that was in violation of rules 2.b, 2.b.1, and 2.b.2 and 

will advance in the tournament following standard tournament procedures. 

2.c - Participants are not to wear football jerseys during competition.  Tee-shirts, form-fitting 

performance athletic apparel, and sleeveless shirts are accepting forms of clothing. 

 2.c.1 – Shirts are to be worn at all times during competition.  No shirtless participants.  

2.c.2 – Teams are asked to bring white/gray/light colored tee shirts to be worn during 

competition when designated as the “visiting” team.  Team (i.e. school) tee-shirts are 

recommended as long as they conform to the proper colors for the “visiting” team. 

2.c.2.a –  PPL has the right to restrict any tee-shirt worn by the participant to 

exclude any tee-shirt that is determined to be offensive, indecent, or not 

conforming to the spirit of competition.   

 2.d - Participants must wear mouth pieces at all times during competition. 

2.d.1 – First offense of not wearing mouthpiece will result in a verbal warning to player 

and team. 

2.d.2 – Second offense of failure to wear mouthpiece during play is an automatic 1
st
-

down, a 15-yard penalty. 

2.d.3 – Third offense of failure to wear mouthpiece during play will result in immediate 

disqualification from competition. 

2.e  –  Schools can enter multiple teams into the tournament.  

2.e.1 – Schools with multiple teams will be designated as separate teams and 

will compete as separate teams with separate rosters.   

 2.f – Teams can have a maximum of 20 players. 

2.f.1 – Seven players are on the field per team.   

2.f.1.a -  On each down, the offense has a center, quarterback, and five eligible 

 receivers. 

2.f.1.b – On each down, the defense has seven defenders. 



3.  Timing of Game 

 3.a – Each game will be 25 minutes long. 

 3.b – During competition, the clock runs continuously 

  3b.1 – Teams cannot call time outs. 

3b.2 – If there is an injury, the games on that field will be halted and clock stopped until 

the injured player can be removed safely from field of play.   

 3.c – There will be 10-minute break between games. 

 3.d – PPL games start/end at the same time.   

 3.e – The clock will begin running at the designated start time for the game. 

3.e.1 – If team(s) are late, play will begin with whatever time is remaining on the game 

clock, not to exceed 10 minutes. 

3.e2 – Late team will forfeit game after 10 minutes have passed on the game clock.   

3.g – If possible, the scoreboard at the site will be used to time all games in progress.  If the 

scoreboard is not available for the keeping of the time, a time keeper will be designated for each 

game.  The designated time keeper will announce the time remaining at the 10-minute, 5-minute, 

and 2-minute mark of each half. 

3.h – The quarterback has four (4) seconds to release the football after he has gained possession 

of the ball.  The penalty for a violation of the four (4) second release rule is detailed in Rule 5.f – 

5.f.3.   

3.i – Each team will have 25 seconds to snap the ball once it has been marked for play.   

3.i.1 – Failure to snap the ball in the 25 seconds results in a 5-yard delay of game 

penalty.   

3.i.2 – Two delay of game penalties on the same possession results in a turnover, but the 

defense will not be awarded one (1) point for a defensive hold. 

4.  Starting the Game 

4.a There will be a coin toss to determine which team will have the first possession of the game. 

4.b The ball is placed in the middle of the field at the 40-yard-line to begin play.  The offense 

always moves in the same direction.   

5.  Moving the Ball 

 5.a  All offensive plays must be forward passes.  No shovel passes or tailback screens. 

5.b  In the PPL, a first-down is 20-yards and two (2) first-downs without a penalty would result in a 

touchdown for the offense. 



5.c The team has four (4) downs to move the ball 20-yards for a first-down.  If the offense team 

does not move the ball 20-yards in four downs, it is a turnover and possession will change to the 

defense.  Teams will change possession and the next series will begin at the middle of the field 

on the 40-yard line. 

5.d All passes must be forward.  A pass can be caught behind the line-of-scrimmage, but the 

pass must be forward pass.   

5.e  After a pass is thrown forward, a lateral or a backward pass is not allowed. 

5.f  Once the quarterback has possession of the ball, he has four (4) seconds to release the ball. 

 5.f.1 – If QB releases the football in less than four (4) seconds, play continues. 

5.f.2 – If QB releases the football in more than four (4) seconds the play will be blown 

dead.  Essentially, a violation of the four (4) second rule is treated as an incomplete pass. 

5.f.3 – Unsportsmanlike or other dead ball fouls can be called after a violation of the four 

(4) second rule, but no other subsequent penalties may be called after a violation of the 

four (4) second rule.  No pass interference or other penalty may be called after an 

offense violation of the four (4) second rule. 

5.g – Offense is responsible for retrieving and returning the ball to the pervious spot or the new 

line of scrimmage.  Failure to do so will result in a delay of game penalty. 

5.h – Each team must have an offensive center. 

5.h.a – The offensive center must snap the ball from the ground between the center’s 

legs. 

 5h.a.1 – Quarterback may be under center; or 

 5.h.a.2 – Quarterback may be in shotgun formation. 

5.h.b – The offensive center is not an eligible receiver. 

5.h.c – Offensive center is responsible for setting or re-positioning the referee’s bean bag 

at the new line of scrimmage. 

5.h.d – A three-yard tackle box extends to the right, left of the center and extends three 

yards deep into the back field.  No eligible receiver may align inside the “center” box.  

5.h.d.1 – Lining up inside the “center” box is an illegal procedure penalty and the 

offensive team is penalized five (5) yards. 

 5.i – NO BLOCKING at anytime.  

  5.i.1 – BLOCKING is defined as the use of arms to impede defensive players. 

   5.i.1.a – Shielding or mirroring the defensive player is permitted  

  5.i.2 -  Blocking will result in a dead ball at the spot of the foul. 

 5.j – Any false start, illegal shift, or illegal motion by the offense is a five (5) yard penalty. 



6.  Stopping the Ball Carrier 

 6.a – The receiver, ball carrier is legally down when touched with one or both hands.  

  6.a.1 – Excessive force by shoving, pushing, or striking a blow is a penalty, resulting in  

  an automatic first-down at the spot of the foul. 

6.a.2 – Excessive force that is flagrant and rises to the level of unsportsmanlike behavior 

will result in the ejection of the player from the game.  Decision to eject a player is entirely 

at the discretion of the game official and cannot be appealed. 

6.a.2.a – Any player ejected from a game will be automatically suspended for the 

next game. 

6.a.2.b – After any ejection, tournament directors, administrators, team coach, 

and officials will confer to determine if ejected player should be disqualified from 

further participation in the tournament. 

7.  Offensive, Defensive Pass Interference 

 7.a -  Defensive pass interference will be an automatic first-down at the spot of the foul. 

 7.b -  Offensive pass interference is a 5-yard penalty and a loss of down; 

 7.c – Intercepted passes may be returned by the defense 

   7.c.1 – NO blocking rule applies to intercepted passes. 

7.c.1.a – After pass is intercepted, teammates my trail the ball carrier, 

but may not block for the runner. 

7.c.1.b – Teammates trailing the ball carrier may receive a lateral from 

the ball carrier. 

7.c.2 – If interception is returned to the 40-yard-line (offensive origination point), 

then the defense has scored a touchdown.  After a defensive score, the 

possession of the football will change as is customary after a scoring play 

immediately after the extra-point attempt. 

7.c.3 – If interception does not result in a touchdown, then the team will be 

awarded three (3) points and will retain possession, with the team that 

intercepted the ball taking over on a change of possession with a first-down at 

the 40-yard-line. 

8. Fumbles 

 8.a – Fumbles which hit the ground are dead balls at the spot of the fumble. 

8.a.1 – Fumbles may only be recovered in the air before the ball hits the ground.  Once 

the ball hits the ground, the play is dead. 



8.a.1.a – If a fumble is recovered before it hits the ground, then the defense team can 

return the fumble. If fumble is returned to the 40-yard-line, then the defense has scored a 

touchdown.  After a defensive score, the possession of the football will change as is 

customary after a scoring play immediately after the extra-point attempt. 

8.a.1.b – If the fumble return does not result in a touchdown, then the team will 

retain possession, with the offense taking over at the 40-yard-line. 

8.b – The last team in possession of the football RETAINS possession of the ball at the spot of 

the fumble or if it is a turnover for the defense, the ball will be spotted at the 40-yard line as a 

change of possession. 

8.c – A muffed snap is a dead ball if the ball hits the ground.  The play is ruled dead and there will 

be a loss of down with the offense taking the next snap at the previous line of scrimmage.  

9.  Scoring 

 9.a – Six (6) points are scored on a touchdown. 

 9.b – Point After Attempt is a PASSING PLAY, no kicking. 

  9.b.1 – One (1) point is scored on a PAT from the 5-yard-line. 

  9.b.2 – Two (2) points scored on a PAT from the 10-yard-line. 

9.c – If a legal pass is completed to an eligible receiver and the defensive player tags the ball 

carrier behind the 40-yard line, it is a safety.  Two points are awarded to the defensive team, and 

the defensive team will take possession at the 40-yard line. 

9.d – A team receives one (1) point for a defensive stop that results in a turnover on downs. 

9.e – Three (3) points are scored for each non-scoring interception.   

9.e.1 – If interception is returned to the 40-yard-line (offensive origination point), then the 

defense has scored a touchdown.  After a defensive score, the possession of the football 

will change as is customary after a scoring play immediately after the extra-point attempt. 

9.e.2 – If interception does not result in a touchdown, then the team will be awarded three 

(3) points and will retain possession, with the team that intercepted the ball taking over on 

a change of possession with a first-down at the 40-yard-line. 

9.f – Designated time/scorekeeper/game manager and will keep the “official” for the game will 

keep the “official” score of the game.   

9.g – The score will be posted, announced before each offensive possession. 

9.h – When score is tied at the end of regulation, an overtime period will be played to determine 

the winner. 

9.h.1 – The team that wins a coin toss preceding the overtime period will have a choice to 

play offense or defense first during overtime.   



9.h.1.a – If second overtime is necessary, then the team that did not win the coin toss will 

have the choice to play offense or defense.   

9.h.2.b – Teams will alternate possession for each subsequent overtime. 

9.h.2 – Football placed in the middle of the (15) yard line and has 3 downs to score. 

9.h.3 – A winner is determined when one team scores during its possession and the 

other team does not score. 

9.h.4 – Teams are required to go for two-points on all conversions in overtime. 

10.  Penalties/Fouls 

 10.a – Improper Equipment – See 2.c – 2.c.4 

 10.b – Mouthpieces – See 2.d – 2.d.3 

 10.c – Forfeiture of Game – See 3.f.2 

 10.d – Violation of Four-Second Rule – See 5.f – 5.f.3 

 10.e – Violation of 25-second clock – See 3.1 – 3.i.2 

 10.f – Illegal Procedure (5.j), “Center” Box Violation – See 5.h.d.1 

 10.g – Excessive Force when Tackling – See 6.a – 6.a.2b 

 10.h – Pass Interference – See 7.a – 7.c 

 10.i – Blocking – See 5.i – 5.i.2 

 

 10.j – Unsportsmanlike conduct, taunting, or “trash talking” will not be tolerated. 

  10.j.1 – First unsportsmanlike offense will result in a five (5) yard penalty; 

10.j.2 – Second unsportsmanlike penalty by the same team will result in an automatic first 

down, and a fifteen (15) yard penalty; 

10.j.2.a – After the second unsportsmanlike penalty by the same team, any 

subsequent penalty will result in an automatic first down and a fifteen (15) yard 

penalty.  

10.j.3 – Third unsportsmanlike penalty committed by the same individual results in 

immediate ejection. 

10.j.3.a – Any player ejected from a game will be automatically suspended for the 

next game. 

10.j.3.b – After any ejection, tournament directors, administrators, team coach, 

and officials will confer to determine if ejected player should be disqualified from 

further participation in the tournament. 



10.k – Fighting will not be tolerated. 

10.k.1 – All players involved in a fight will be immediately ejected from the game and 

further participation in the PPL. 

10.k.2 – In the event of a team fight, all players from both teams will be ejected and 

banned from further participation in the PPL. 

11. Officials 

11.a – The PPL officiating crew will consist of two (2) PIAA certified officials. 

11.b – A designated official will keep the clock for the 4-second rule. 

11.c – Officials will keep the “official” score. 

11.d – If scoreboard clock is not available, the PPL site administrator will keep the official time 

and announced the time remaining in each half at the time intervals of 10-minutes remaining,  

6-minutes remaining, and 2-minutes remaining. 

 

12.  Tournament Tiebreakers 

12.a – Head to Head, Points Scored, Points Allowed will determine the pool winner or teams to 

advance to the championship round. 

12.b – In a three-way tie, once a winner has been declared, the remaining two teams will revert 

back to head-to-head, points scored, points allowed to break the remaining tie. 

12.c – A forfeit will be treated the same as a qualifying team in the bracket.  A victory will be 

awarded to the teams who receive a forfeit. 

12.c.1 – A forfeit will not be used to determine Head to Head, Points Scored, or Points 

Allowed.   

12.c.2 – A bracket with a qualifying team or a forfeiting team become a three-team 

bracket.  For example, if one team has qualified to advance and the remaining teams are 

tied to advance, then the results against the qualifying team are tossed out, then the 

remaining teams are matched up Head to Head, Points Scored, or Points Allowed to 

determine the team that advances. 

  



 

Pennsylvania Passing League 

Tournament Registration 
 

High School:_______________________________________________________________ 

Team Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Teams must provide their own “road” tee-shirts that are gray or white in color.  For the “home” 

team, PPL will provide you with a “home” team tee-shirt to be worn when you’re designated as the 

“home” team.   Please select ONE tee-shirt color for your “home” team tee-shirt:   

RED   -  NAVY  -    KELLY GREEN - ORANGE 

 

Coach:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Coach Cell:________________________ Coach Fax:______________________________ 

 

Coach E-Mail:______________________________________________________________ 

Team Members (Please Print Names): 

 

1. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

2. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

3. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

4. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

5. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 



6. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

7. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

8. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

9. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

10. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

11. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL   
 

12. _________________________________   Tee-Shirt Size:   S    M     L   XL 
 

Registration Fee:  $20.00 per player.  A team must have a minimum of 10 players to participate in 

the Pennsylvania Passing League, with a maximum of 12 players.    

Registration fee must be received before any team participates in the tournament.  To confirm 

your registration, please mail your check or money order to the following address: 

TSF Radio Network 
Attn:  Pennsylvania Passing League 
1516 Lytell Johne’s Path 
Williamston, MI  48895 

 

Make Checks Payable to:  TSF Radio Network. 

In addition to the registration fee, all participants in the Pennsylvania Passing League must 

submit the following information: 

(a) Assumption of Risk & Physician Release Agreement; 
(b) Release of Liability; and 
(c) Signed Code of Conduct for Participants. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact “The Sports Flash” Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at 

(517) 927-4570 or e-mail us at ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com.   

 

  

mailto:ArmySTRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com


 

Pennsylvania Passing League 

Assumption of Risk Agreement 

Physician Release 
 

I, the undersigned parent/legal guardian of                                                                         authorize said child’s full participation in the 

Pennsylvania Passing League, including all related activities.  It is my understanding that participation in activities that make up the 

Pennsylvania Passing League is not without some inherent risk of injury.  As such, in consideration of my child’s participation in the 

Pennsylvania Passing League, I covenant not to sue the league, its’ financial sponsors, TSF Radio Network, U.S. Army, (NAME OF 

SCHOOL WHERE EVENT IS BEING HELD), their officers, servants, agents or employees and release, waive, and discharge said 

parties from any and all liability, claims demands, action, and causes of action whatsoever arising out of or related to any loss, 

damage, or injury, including death, that may be sustained by my child, whether caused by the negligence of the releases, or 

otherwise while participating in such activity, or while in, or upon the premises where the activity is being conducted.  I also give my 

permission for any emergency medical care or treatment by a physician, surgeon, hospital, or medical care facility that may be 

required, including transportation and accept responsibility for the cost.   

Without the signature of the parent/legal guardian, the individual named above will not be allowed to participate in any Pennsylvania 

Passing League event. 

PRINT PARTICIPANTS NAME: ___________________________________________________ 

DATE:_______________________________________________________________________ 

PERSONAL INSURANCE & POLICY NUMBER_______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:________________________________________ 

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE_________________________________________________ 

I, as a participant, agree to follow all instructions and procedures in order of maintain a maximum level of safety for 

myself, my teammates, and the other participants. 

SIGNATURE of PARTICIPANT___________________________________________________ 

DATE:_______________________________________________________________________ 



 

Pennsylvania Passing League 

Requirements for Hosting PPL Events 
 

1.  State Qualifying Events 

 

If there is enough interest from teams in the state, the Pennsylvania Passing League will establish 

regional qualifying tournaments at sites throughout the state.  Teams compete in the state 

qualifiers to advance to the state championship tournament. 

 

We recommend that the state qualifying events include no more than 16 teams at a regional 

site, with no more than four regional site:  NORTH; SOUTH; EAST; WEST.  The top four teams will 

advance to a 16-team state championship event.   

 

If the interest in the PPL exceeds 64 teams, then we will consider revising the format and structure 

of the PPL qualifying events and the state tournament format. 

 

With enough teams participating in the Pennsylvania Passing League, we will establish regional 

qualifying tournaments, with teams advancing from those events to a state championship 

event.   

 

2. Fields 

 

Pennsylvania Passing League games can be played on either field-turf or natural grass surfaces.  

This should help expand the number of available fields for the each tournament site.   

 

To host a sixteen-team tournament, two (2) 100-yard fields are needed, which enables four 

games to be played simultaneously.  The fields are marked with two cones at the 45-yard line, 

30-yard-line, 15-yard-line, goal-line, and end-line.  For a sixteen-team tournament, you will need 

40 cones.  Orange is the preferable cone color, so that it is easily recognizable to the 

competitors and officials.   

 



For larger tournaments, of course, more cones will be required.   The rule of thumb is 10 cones 

per field, so with six fields, you’ll need 60 cones and so forth. 

 

We would recommend setting up a practice area where teams could warm up for the event.  

This need not necessarily be a large area, but an area where players can warm up before 

playing. 

 

In addition, your stadium will need lights and the ability to turn on the lights should the event run 

late.  The event is designed to be played without lights, during the day, but should the event run 

late due to unforeseen circumstances, we do need the option of finishing the event under the 

lights.   

 

3.  Registration Table 

 

A registration table is necessary at each tournament site.  Participating teams are required to 

check-in at the registration table before the start of the tournament.   Teams are required to 

submit their rosters and liability releases before the start of the tournament to participate.   At 

registration, the rosters are checked against the signed releases.  At that time, the teams are 

given their “visiting” teams PPL tee-shirts.    

 

Before the start of the team’s first-game of the tournament, a roster roll-call will be given for 

each game.  This is to ensure that all of those participating have signed the required releases to 

participate in the tournament. 

 

In addition, teams will be given a bracket with field designations and pool play schedule at 

registration. 

 

All team fees should be paid before the start of the tournament, so there is no need for money 

to be collected at the tournament site.  

 

The registration table should be manned by 2-4 people, depending upon the number of 

participating teams. 

 

4.  Concessions 

 

An operating concession stand is not a requirement to host the event, but it is strongly 

recommended.  A concession stand that serves a variety of food items throughout the day 

would be a good fundraising opportunity for your booster club.   

 

We would even recommend a concession stand operation throughout the day that would be 

able to serve coffee, pastries in the morning with typical concession stand type fare throughout 

the remainder of the day, including hot dogs, hamburgers, etc.  This is a tremendous fundraising 

opportunity for your booster club.  The host school’s booster club will keep all revenue 

generated from the concession stand. 

 

5.  Restroom Facilities 

 

Restroom facilities must be available to the public.  The PPL prefers a site that has access to 

permanent restroom facilities during the tournament, but temporary restroom facilities can be 

used, when absolutely necessary.  The PPL anticipates that each tournament site will require 

custodial services to clean up the facilities after the event.   PPL agrees to pay the cost for the 

custodial services as long as the payment terms are agreed to prior to the event. 



 

If restroom facilities are not easily accessible, we recommend one portable toilet per field. 

 

6. Field House 

 

We prefer a site with access to a field house.  We would restrict field house access to authorized 

personnel only (tournament management, game officials) and would restrict access based on 

your requirements.  

 

7.  Public Address System 

 

To ensure communication with all participants, access to a public address system is required.  

The PA system will be used to communicate to all teams, participants at the event.   

 

8.  Scoreboard 

 

The main scoreboard will be used as the main clock for all games.  All tournament games must 

begin at the same time on all fields.   Based on the official PPL rules, the clock will run to indicate 

the timing of the games, half-time, and the time between games.   The public address system 

will announce time intervals at the 10, 5, and 2 minute mark of each half.   

 

If the secondary fields are not within visual range of the scoreboard or audible range of the 

public address system, then the time and score will need to be kept separately at those fields.  

The timing of the game will be kept on a stop watch at the secondary field and a megaphone 

will be used to announce the time intervals of 10, 5, and 2 during each half.  An air horn will be 

used to start and end each half and each game.   

 

9.  Trainers 

 

PPL is committed to ensuring the safety of all of the competitors.  Each PPL event should be 

staffed with certified trainers and/or emergency medical first responders who can address any 

injuries that occur during competition.   If possible, we prefer that the medical staff have access 

to the athletic training facilities at each event.  The trainers and first responders are responsible 

for responding to injuries incurred during competition.  Individual teams are responsible for their 

own training needs such as ankle taping, etc.   

 

10.  Officials 

 

In an effort to encourage fair play and sportsmanship among the competitors, we will require 

only one official per field per game.   The competitors are expected to honor the game and 

their fellow competitors by playing the game in a sporting manner as detailed in the PPL rules.  

We will work with the schools to schedule the officials for each game.  The PPL will pay $15 per 

official per game.   PPL will be responsible for paying the game officials.   

 

11. Field Manager, Game Manager 

 

Each field will have a field manager, an individual responsible for ensuring the timely flow of the 

teams on and off the field.  The field manager will be responsible for the timing of the event and 

the proper reporting, recording of the game score.  The field manager must also be familiar with 

the PPL Official Rules to assist the official with any questions that may arise in regards to the rules 

of play.   

 



12.  Water Coolers 

 

Hydration is a key element in ensuring that the competitors remain healthy during the 

competition.  The host site is responsible for providing the competitors with a source of clean, 

fresh water.   We recommend making water available throughout the facility at clearly marked 

areas.  In addition, each field of play should have two water coolers filled with cups and cups.  

The coolers need to be checked and filled periodically throughout the competition as 

necessary.  For a 16-team tournament, with two fields of play, eight water coolers are needed.   

 

13.  Trash Cans 

 

Each field of play should have at least one trash can available for cups, tape, and other trash 

items.  Although the players will be responsible for cleaning up after themselves during 

competition and at the end of the day, the PPL again will assume any custodial fees necessary 

for the cleanup of the facility after the event. 

 

14.  Game Balls 

 

The host site is responsible for providing the game balls for competition.  For a 16-team 

tournament, with two fields, that means four games will be played at the same time, requiring 

four game balls.  Teams can use their own game balls if the game balls are regulation size and in 

good condition.   

 

The official game ball must meet National Federation of State High School Association 

standards.  An example of an acceptable football for competition is the Wilson F1716 TDS 

composite leather high school football.  The ball is approved by the NFHS. 

 

The host site is not responsible for providing teams with balls for warming up in the practice area.  

Teams should bring their own footballs for this purpose.    

 

 

List of requirements to host a Pennsylvania Passing League event: 

 

(1)  For a 16-team tournament, two (2) 100-yard fields, which enables four games to be played 

simultaneously.   

(2)  Registration Table and/or Registration Tent (staffed by 2-4) 

(3)  Concessions (Booster Club Fundraiser) 

(4)  Restroom Facilities (Access for public/competitors) 

(5)  Access to Field House (Restricted Access to Tournament Staff, Game Officials) 

(6)  Public Address System  

(7)  Training Staff - Medical First Responder (2) 

(8)  Officials – One official per game for 31 games with a 16-team tournament 

(9)  Field Managers and/or Game Managers (4) 

(10)  Eight water coolers for a 16-team tournament on two fields. 

(11)  Four trash cans minimum or one for each field of play in a 16-team tournament. 

(14)  Four to eight NFHS approved game balls. 

(15)  Orange cones not less than 40 for a sixteen-team tournament 

(16)  Eight stop watches, two for each field of play in a 16-team tournament. 

 

 

If you have any questions about hosting a PPL event at your school, please contact “The Sports 

Flash” Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at (517) 927-4570. 



 

Host Site Application 

Name of School:______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________________ State: _____ Zip:__________________ 

Phone:_________________________________    Fax:________________________________________ 

Contact:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone:____________________________  E-Mail:______________________________________ 

Name of Facility:____________________________________________________________________ 

Facility Address (if different from school address):_____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will the PPL have access to the following during the event: 

 - Two (2) 100-yard fields   _____ Yes _____ No 
- One (1) 100-yard field (artificial surface) _____ Yes _____ No 

 -Registration Table    _____ Yes _____ No 
 -Field House     _____ Yes _____ No 
 -Restrooms     _____ Yes _____ No 
 -Concessions     _____ Yes _____ No 
 -Public Address System    _____ Yes _____ No 
 -Scoreboard     _____ Yes _____ No 
 -Stadium Lights     _____ Yes _____ No 

-Is there a facility rental fee?   ____ Yes _____ No 
 

If YES, then how much is the rental fee?  ______________________________________________________ 

Does another individual or organization (i.e. principal, athletic director, or school board) need to approve the use of the 

facility?    _____ Yes _____ No 

If YES, then which organization must approve facility use? _____________________________________ 

Briefly describe the approval process:________________________________________________________ 

Are there other fees associated with facility rental?  _____ Yes _____ No 



If YES, then please describe: _________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will you have staff/volunteers to assist in tournament management?       _____ Yes  ____ No  

If YES, how many for each of the following may you have available: 

 -Field Managers/Game Managers _____________ 

 -Registration Staff   _____________ 

 -Concessions    _____________ 

 -Trainers    _____________ 

 -Medical First Responder  _____________  

If YES, how many do you anticipate assisting during the tournament? _________________________ 

Are you capable of providing the following at the event? 

 -Water Coolers (8)    _____ Yes _____ No 

 -Trash Cans (4)    _____ Yes _____ No 

 -Game Balls (8)    _____ Yes _____ No 

 -Stopwatches (8)    _____ Yes _____ No 

 

In the space below, please provide us with any information that is relevant to your application to host a PPL event: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________    

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

IF you have any questions, please contact “The Sports Flash” Radio Network’s Mike Sinnott at (517) 927-4570.  Please 

submit your complete application by mail, fax, or e-mail to the following: 

TSF Radio Network 

ATTN:  Mike Sinnott 

1516 Lytell Johne’s Path 

Williamston, MI  48895 

P - 517-927-4570   

F – 517-655-1761 

E- TheSportsFlash@aol.com or Army.STRONG.PA@TheSportsFlash.com  
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