Officiating
This is an incredibly difficult section to write, because, at times, I have been awfully critical of officiating as a play-by-play broadcaster.  Unfortunately, at times, I have crossed the line from documenting the sporting event to giving my personal opinion.  

Officials have a tremendous impact upon the game, and should not be placed on an untouchable pedestal.  Yet, that does not give a play-by-play broadcaster the right to be openly critical of the officiating.  There are ways of informing your audience about the officiating without blasting the officials.

Here’s a rule of thumb.

Never give your personal opinion, only describe what happened on the court, the reactions of the players, coaches, and fans.  Giving your opinion shortchanges your audience.  Describing what’s happening brings your audience closer to the action.

Here are your general guidelines for handling officials:

1. Describe the reaction of the head coach to the call.  Immediately after a tough call, I take a look at the head coach, and describe their reaction to the official’s call.

“Coach P raises her hands and shakes her head in the air after June Corteau calls a blocking foul on Liz Shimek.”  

“Tom Izzo jawing at the official Bob Delaney in front of the Spartan bench after Paul Davis was whistled for his fourth foul.  Izzo thought Davis had all ball on that attempted block.  Now, Delaney has removed his whistle and is yelling back at the MSU head coach.”

“Dickson slashes into the lane, knocks Bowen to the floor, whistle, blocking foul the called on Bowen.  MSU head coach Joanne P. McCallie points to her head, telling Bowen to use her head, not wanting to give up a silly foul in that situation.”

“Tommy Bowden is not at all happy on that pass interference call on the Tigers.  Bowden slams his head set to the ground, calling over the referee for a discussion about that call.”

Generally, you can gauge the official’s call based on the head coach’s reaction.  If the head coach does not argue, then it is usually the right call.  Then again, some coaches will argue every single call against their team.  

2. Describe the reaction of the players to the call.  The player’s reaction to the play will give your audience a unique insight into the player’s thoughts on the call.  

“Whistle and there’s a foul away from the ball.  It’s an offensive foul on Davis, and that’s his 3rd personal.  Davis set a moving screen at the high post, but holds his arms extended about his head, as if to say, he he did not move his feet.”

“Bowen with the drive, cuts into the lane, scoop shot with the left hand is good!  And the foul!  Bowen pumps her fist and Dickson hangs her head after being call for her 4th personal foul, the team’s 6th.”

3. Describe the fans’ reaction to the call.  Now, it’s easy to predict that whenever a call goes against the home team, there will be negative reaction for the home team.

“Boos reign down from the rafters to the floor here at Williams Arena, the Golden Gopher faithful not happy at all with Brian Enterline’s call.”  

“A chorus of boos fill the Breslin Center as Davis picks up his 4th foul.”

“A smattering of sarcastic applause can be heard from the assembled Hoosiers here at Assembly Hall, as Purdue is called for their first foul with 9:34 left here in the first half.”

Fan reaction will always be biased toward the home team, and that will not change, so base your description on what you can observe and report to your audience, and let them draw their own conclusion.

Subjective vs. Objective Perspective

Subjective

If you’re the broadcaster for a school’s radio network, it is hard to 
