Injuries
Throughout the course of a season, you will have to deal with the touchy subject of injuries.  Injuries are a major part of all sports, affecting the outcome of games and a team’s season.  How you handle injuries during a broadcast can be a very challenging aspect of your broadcast.  

As the play-by-play broadcaster, you have the responsibility to report injuries as accurately as possible, without speculation or opinion.  

PBP Cardinal Rule – Never speculate about the nature of a player’s injury.
There is nothing more unprofessional than a broadcast team guessing on the nature of the injury.  There is no way that you can accurately report the nature of the injury from the press box or the press row table.  


PBP:  “Injured player down on the field, I think it might be the 


left guard Johnny Rumley.”


Color:  “Wow!  Rumley appears to be in an awful lot of pain.


That could be a knee injury or a broken bone in his leg.”

There is no way that anyone can determine the nature of the injury from the press box or the press row table.  When you do speculate on the nature of an injury or the injured players, more often than not, you’ll be incorrect and thus inaccurate in your description of the event.


PBP:  “Injured player is being helped off the field.  It’s actually the right guard


Sam Schoolcraft, and it appears that they are holding his left elbow.”

Here are a few general guidelines for handling injuries during a game broadcast:

1. Describe the location of the injured player.

“There’s an official time out on the field for an injured Spartan.  

The MSU training staff is tending to the injured player along the

far sideline at the Wisconsin 20.”



“A Spartan injured on the play under the MSU basket.”

“Mike Cameron is face down in right-center after the collision with 
Jones, moving his feet.”

2. Report the name of the injured player if you’re absolutely positive on the name of the injured player.  

In football, because of the number of players on the field and the distance to the field from the press box, confirm the jersey number of the injured player with binoculars or with a positive identification from your sideline reporter, before reporting on the injured player.

In basketball, because of fewer players and close proximity to the action, a positive identification is much more likely.  Yet again, before reporting the injured player’s name, be absolutely sure that you have accurately identified the injured player.

In baseball, while your proximity to the field is not always as desirable, there are fewer players on the field than football, so an accurate identification is much more likely.  In addition, most injuries occur during the action in the game, so your chances of identifying the injured players are much more likely.  For example, in baseball, a few common injuries are when a player it hit by a pitch; or when a runner pulls up when running to a base or chasing down a fly ball; or when a pitcher clearly stumbles on the mound.  Then, of course, you can accurately report on the injured player’s name.

3. Describe how the injury occurred, if you watched it happen, being careful 

not to speculate on the exact nature of the injury.

“Burress skied high into the air to pull down the Roethelisberger pass, taking a shot to the ribs after making the catch.  Burress still down flat on his back inside the Steelers 10-yard line.”

“Pagel set the screen at mid-court, and Josephson ran full-speed into the screen trying to defend Haynie.”

“Johnson’s pitch was sailing high and inside, and Rameriez turned his back to the ball, which hit him just below the numbers on his back.”

When you have the benefit of television replay, then use the replay to describe how the injury occurred.

4. Provide the audience with background information about the injury history of the injured player.  For example, this background injury information could include:

(a) if the player has been injured this season;

(b) if the player has missed games or a season because of an injury;

(c) if the player has been bother by injury this season.

“Candice Jackson is the injured Spartan under the MSU goal.  Jackson hit the floor hard after driving in side for a layup.  Candice missed all of last season after tearing her ACL.”

“Davis limps off grabbing the back of his leg.  Earlier this season against Wisconsin, Davis missed much of the second-half with severe leg cramps.”

“Bernie Wiliams pulls up along the first base line.  Williams just got off the 15-day disabled list with a sprained ankle, so Joe Torre has to be worried about his star centerfield’s status.”

5. Place the injury in perspective for the listener, with the goal showing the impact that the injury will have on the team.  Provide the listener with the following information to help place provide perspective for the listener. 

(a) player’s stats in the game;

(b) player’s season stats for the team;

(c) role of the player on the team; and

(d) how the injury will impact the team (color commentator).

PBP:  “Walker is being helped off the field by the Bulldog training staff.  

Georgia’s leading-rusher has carried the ball 12 times for 89 yard

and 2 touchdowns.”



Color:  “Georgia’s running game takes a big hit with Walker leaving



the field.”



PBP:  “Indeed it will, as the Bulldogs send out red shirt sophomore 



Ronnie Jacobs from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  Jacobs has carried



the ball 10 times this season for 22 yards.”

6. Know the name of the head trainer or team doctor for each team.  This enables you To name the caregiver for the injured player by name, making for a more descriptive broadcast.  Many professional and college teams also have a team doctor on staff.  It is also advisable to know the name of the team doctor.


“Michigan State trainer Lou Anne Jefferson and her staff


on the court to tend to the fallen Spartan Candice Jackson, 


who took a hard-spill on a diving lay up under the MSU bucket.”

Knowing the name of the medical personnel attending to the injured player helps the accuracy and credibility of your broadcast.

7. Describe what you can see, but do not speculate on what’s being 

treated, only what’s happening on the court or off the court.

“Delhomme knocked down hard by Sapp.  Now, sitting up at the Raiders 35, and helped to his feet, and heading for the sideline.”

“Rene Haynes being treated at the end of the Spartan bench by MSU

trainer Lou Anne Jefferson.  Jefferson is concentrating much of her effort on Rene’s face.”

“San Diego’s training staff helps Tomlinson onto the cart that ‘s headed for the locker room for X-Rays and treatment.”

8. Report specific injuries only after getting the information from a credible source associated with the team or the actual injured player.  Now, federal laws largely prevent medical personnel from discussing a player’s injury without the consent of the player, so trainers and team doctors will often not talk to you about injuries.  In that case, if you have the access, ask the player yourself.

9. Always keep your audience updated on the status of injured players, especially if the player is a key component of the team you are covering.  Even if the player does not return to the game, keep the audience updated on that player’s status, because the injury does impact the game.  Your audience will change throughout the game, and it is important to keep your audience updated on what’s happening in the game.   

“Michigan State needs a 3 to tie, down 52-49 with 15 seconds remaining.  Lindsay Bowen, the Big Ten’s all-time best three point shooter is out of the game, after twisting her ankle mid-way through the second half.  MSU will need another deep threat to come through with the game tying bucket.”

10. When the player returns to the floor, remind the audience of the injury that kept that player off the bench.  Remind your audience of the player’s injury and make a note of anything specific that has changed with the player.

“Jefferson checks into the scorer’s table, replacing Shimek.  Jefferson

left the game early in the first half after hitting the floor hard battling for a loose ball.  Jefferson now wears an elastic brace on her left shoulder.”

