Central Michigan University

Hiring Committee:

	I am writing to express my interest in the Director of Public Policy – Charter Schools position within the John Engler Center for Charter Schools.  For nearly twenty years, I have worked in a variety of positions in both the executive and legislative branches of state government, including:  chief-of-staff; legislative director; communications director; and constituent services director.

	Most recently, I was the legislative director for Michigan State Senator Phil Pavlov.  In that capacity, I was responsible for bringing together many constituencies (local, state, federal), drafting relevant legislation, and navigating it through the legislative process.  My focus was working on education issues, most of which directly impacted charter schools. 

	I have testified in front of numerous Michigan House and Senate committees on a variety of issues; managed campaign fundraising; planned events and press conferences; written newsletters, articles, and op-ed pieces for publication; and served as a media spokesperson.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Through the years, I helped draft public policy solutions that directly impacted schools and educators in the state.  I found it easy to communicate and work with the education community because of my time spent working for a charter school management company as well as the time I spent working solely on education issues.

	My extensive experience makes me a well-qualified candidate for your position.  I welcome the opportunity to discuss this position in greater detail.

Thank you for your consideration,



Arika Sinnott
(517) 896-9345
